


Uravu’s Pride 

An epitome of talent among our artisans, Shylaja can bridge the gap between 
tradition and modernity with a flair.  Born in a family of traditional bamboo weavers 
at a time when the crast was dying, she kept her innate talents and perseverance 
intact, and when opportunity knocked, she weaved for herself a new life Šom 
bamboo and reed. 
OneOne of the most determined and skilled artisans, she has never failed to decipher 
the weaving paŴers of itricate designs.  Over the years, she has been a source of 
inspiration in her tribe, while, her passion and skills have promoted her to the 
position of Master Weaver at Uravu and Master Trainer of Bamboo Weaving in the 
country.  

Shylaja
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President’s Note 
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Uravu Indigenous Science & Technology Study Centre, is a non-proғt organization engaged 
in promoting bamboo handicraқs as means of employment and income generation for rural 
women, as well as promotion and cultivation of bamboo for its environmental and economic 
beneғts. Practices of developing bamboo-based processes & products, and knowledge 
dissemination initiatives to promote applications of the ‘green gold’ has matured Uravu as a 
resource and training centre. ҍe organization also runs a Bamboo Nursery which propagates 
and grows planting materials of over 42 species of bamboo and conducts plantation 
ininitiatives. 

Established in 1996, Uravu has now developed into network of community-based 
organizations spread out in Wayanad district of Kerala, India which works with people, 
governments and businesses, to implement programmes for sustainable development of rural 
areas. Its core area is to implement focused end-to-end programmes in the bamboo sector 
since its inception in 1996. 

ҍe core idea that led to formation of Uravu in 
1996 was revitalization of indigenous knowledge 
and upgradation of production skills of people for 
ensuring sustainable development of rural areas. 
ҍe organization’s activities were born out of the 
realisation that; ensuring access to natural 
resources used as raw materials for production, 
apappropriate skills and technologies, market 
accessibility and ғnancial capital were essential 
for the overall development of marginalized 
social groups such as traditional artisans and 
indigenous people, especially the women.

Uravu’s intervention in bamboo sector aimed at 
evolving an integrated and alternative 
development model pioneering in bold 
experiments for tapping opportunities in market 
and social environments along with a focus to 
bring policy level changes. ҍis entailed a 
struggle to bridge many critical gaps between 
cacapabilities and opportunities and continues to 
be so. 

OUR ROOTS 

URAVU 



Bamboo work in India is generally a caste-based occupation. In Kerala, 
mainly members of the Paraya (Sambhava) caste and the Indigenous People 
carried out bamboo work. Bamboo artisanship remained a subsidiary activity 
for earning supplementary income by meeting seasonal demand for products 
when other farm or non-farm jobs were not available. Conversion of this 
ailing traditional, individual & caste-based, handicraқ mode of production to 
a streamlined model involved umpteen challenges, both social and sector 
spspeciғc. It was these conҙicts that Uravu tried to address. For Uravu, the 
mindset of the traditional bamboo workers and the economic need of the 
marginalised was a determining factor in the choice of stakeholders. At the 
same time, Uravu understood the environmental merits of bamboo – it had 
ceased to be a mere raw material and had a global signiғcance for its role in 
mitigating climate change. ҍese understandings led Uravu to venture into 
developing bamboo craқ beyond caste barriers and make it applicable to all 
cclass of people along with promoting it for its ecological properties. 
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Year 2007 marked as a turning point in the history of Uravu. Under the scheme of SFURTHI 
(Scheme for Fund and Regeneration of Traditional Industries), Uravu trained 300 women in 
bamboo-based craқ, the objective was to provide skill development training to marginalized 
women for providing them with livelihood opportunities. Funded by KVIC (Khadi and Village 
Industries commission), the project was taken up to assist the government to increase 
employment in the district of Wayanad. 

WWomen belonging to BPL, SC, ST & OBC backgrounds were selected by KVIC as the 
beneғciaries and training was given to them to produce various bamboo-based art, craқ and 
utility items along with bags made of Jute. ҍe initiative also extended to provide pre and post 
production support in form of resource availability and market accessibility. Uravu, thus began 
to act as an agency which provided technical, design, market and structural support to the 
beneғciaries, the division currently known as CFC (Common Facilities Centre). At the end of 
5 years although majority women found employment elsewhere, one third of them permanently 
becbecame part of our organisation. ҍese 90 women together form 15 SHGs which are completely 
dependent on Uravu and are part of the Kalpetta Bamboo Cluster- established by Uravu and 
recognised by NSDC as the only successful cluster of Wayanad district. Apart from the 90 
women, Uravu through this initiative also employs 30+ villagers.  

Common Facilities Centre (CFC), continues to provide support to the Micro-Enterprises and 
the SHGs of the Kalpetta Bamboo Cluster by providing forward and backward linkages. ҍis 
year 150+ people have beneғtted from the activities of CFC. 
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Common Facilities Centre (CFC) is the core of the skill 
development and livelihood programme, it provides 
input supplies and techno-managerial supports to the 
decentralized production units. ҍe CFC is equipped 
with facilities for collection, storage, chemical treatment, 
processing and drying of Bamboo. ҍis bamboo is 
further supplied to the SHGs/MEs on requirement basis 
accaccording to the market orders received at Uravu. ҍe 
semi-ғnished goods made by the Micro 
Enterprises/SHGs are taken back by the CFC for ғnal 
ғnishing and distribution to various marketing 
channels.

URAVU  
MODEL 



ҍe marketing channels of Uravu, for the sales of craқs and blinds involve:
1) Uravu Eco Links Ltd., a for-proғt, trading arm of Uravu, established in 2005. 
2) Exhibitions
3) Uravu Store, located in ҍrikkaipetta village of Wayanad district.   

• BJP National Council Meet in Calicut on September 23rd 2016
• Kerala Bamboo Fest organised by Bamboo Mission under the Kerala Bureau of 
Industrial Promotion in Marine Drive, cochin from December 2- 6
• International Film Festival of Kerala (IFFK) in Trivandrum from 9 December 
2016 to 16 Dec 2016
••  Exhibition – cum - sale hosted by District Industries Centre, Kasaragod from 
January 12 – 16
• Two exhibitions hosted by Kerala State Bamboo Mission (KSBM) in Mumbai and 
Kollam in the month of February and November 2017
• Two exhibitions in ҍiruvalla and Chennai in February and March 2017

MARKETING OF PRODUCTS

EXHIBITIONS PARTICIPATED IN 2016-17
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Bambusa Mizoramiana is native to 
Mizoram State of India. ҍis species 
was newly identiғed.

Fargesia Dracocephala (White Dragon) is 
one of the most vibrant of the variegated 
bamboos. It grows in a weeping habitat 
with its outer culms almost draping to 
the ground

Bambusa Multiplex (Yellow) is a 
species of superior hedge bamboo 
with pencil thin clumps. ҍis species 
is native to Eastern Himalayas to 
Southern China.

Oxytenanthera Parvifolia is found in 
India and Myanmar and is mainly 
used for constructions and basketries.





18                                                                                                                                                      2016-17 | Annual Report 



19                                                                                                                                                     2016-17 | Annual Report 



20                                                                                                                                                      2016-17 | Annual Report 

A free for all event was also conducted from 11th to 14th of March 2017 in ҍrikkaipetta village, 
Wayanad to showcase the outcome of the aforementioned project, thus exhibiting the potential of 
bamboo as a tool to transform Wayanad in socio economic manner.  

ҍe programme had three components
• Exhibition on bamboo work of Wayanad, 
• National Seminar to evaluate present scenario and future scope of Bamboo in various sectors, 
•• Workshop to integrate involvement of Tribal to the bamboo sector, and an online design 
competition conducted to sensitize young architects to the low-cost bamboo housing sector.

ҍe event brought together intellectuals from various parts of India as resource persons in the 
seminar to enumerate on the practices, scope, industrial applications, and sectoral reforms of 
bamboo. Special emphasize was given to the tribal sector to integrate their involvement in bamboo 
sector, by conducting a three-day workshop for the selected representatives, along with 
showcasing creative installation designed by them.

VVarious government department and bodies such as, Scheduled Tribes Development Department, 
Government of Kerala, NABARD, Kerala Forest Department, District Legal Services Authority 
were associated with the event.

1 Cultural
Programme 

15 Speakers 

4 Talk 
Sessions

2000+ 
Audience

2 Workshops

3 Lectures

1 Bamboo
Construction Design 
Competitioin

6 Exhibitions 

100+
participants 
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Four-day long exhibition was held in ten diҐerent 
venues in ҍrikkaipetta village. Two houses, a 
community centre, furniture sets, handicraқs 
and creative installations all constructed with 
bamboo were exhibited.

UUravu’s nursery was also opened for the 
exhibition. ҍere were some special sessions 
arranged, such as live demonstration of product 
making by artisans from diҐerent states, as part 
of the exhibition. ҍe exhibition attracted 
audience of more than 2000 people from in and 
around Wayanad and some from neighbouring 
ststates. 

On Display

1. Bamboo Craқ Techniques from 
diҐerent states 
2. Bamboo Species 
3. Treatment Methods & Processing 
techniques 
4.4. Tribal housing & Bamboo 
Construction Techniques 
5. Furniture & Gazebo Designs made 
by Students 
6. Bamboo Community Centre 
7. 2 Bamboo Model Houses 
8. Tree Top 

ҍe event was inaugurated on 11th March at 5.30pm by the Hon. MLA Shri C.K. Sashindran., 
followed by a key note address given by the Hon. District Judge Shri V. Vijayakumar. Hon. 
District Panchayat President and Smt. Usha Kumari chaired a meeting discussing the merits of 
the project, attended by representative members of the Block panchayat, Grama panchayat and 
other dignitaries. Shri Kirtee Shah, Chairman of INHAF, presented a report on the bamboo log 
project. Shri Lenin Raj, HPO, DC Handicraқs, distributed the artisan card for the members of the 
bamboo artisan cluster.



SESSION 1: Policy & Legal
 Applications of Bamboo 
1. Dr. M Maria Dominic Savio
2. Hon District & sessions judge Dr.   
     V Vijayakumar
3. Prof A G Rao
4.4. Shri. T Sivaraj

SESSION 2: Bamboo Based Product 
Making 
1.  Prof A G Rao
2.   Dr. Ramesh S
3  . Bhawna Vyas
4.  T Sivaraj

SESSION 3: Bamboo Based 
Constructions
1. Sri Narasimhamurthy
2. Arch. Kirtee Shah
3. Padmashree Arch. Shankar
4. Sri J. Justin Mohan

SESSION 4: Marketing, Raw Material 
Availability & Strategy Enhancement
1. Sri Sanjeev Karpe
2. M Mario Dominic Savio
3. Dr. KK Sitalaxmi
4. Dr.K.C.Koshy
5. Dr. A.K. Abdullakutty
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As part of showcasing the expertise of tribal community in bamboo construction a tree 
top was constructed, mainly with bamboo and reed. ҍe tree top was designed with three 
platforms. ҍe construction team consists of three tribal bamboo artisans from Idukki 
district. ҍe artisans were from Muthuvan tribal community. ҍey had followed unique 
tree house architectural style called as Madamkettu. ҍe construction initiated ten days 
prior to the event and completed on the second day of the event. 
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Dr. Abdullakutty A.K
President

Doctor turned Organic Farmer

T. Sivaraj
Secretary
Social Activist

Antony C.P
Treasurer
Social Activist

Surendranath C
Trustee

Ex –Journalist, ҍe Hindu

Baburaj M 
Trustee

Farmer and Social Activist

C.D Suneesh
Trustee

Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Kerala

TRUSTEES
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